
The member of staff responsible for Reading is Mrs Jones. 

What? 

At Dovecotes Primary School we believe that Reading is the heart of our curriculum. Reading 
enables pupils to access other subjects and ultimately, if pupils are not able to read effectively, it 
impacts upon their life chances.  

We give pupils the building blocks to be able to read effectively using synthetic phonics. At the 
early stages of reading, we want children to develop their ability to decode unfamiliar words with 
increasing accuracy and speed and to teach them how to read with expression and confidence. 
Once children have mastered the phonic code, we aim to teach them a range of comprehension 
skills to be able to really understand the meaning of a text. 

It is important that our pupils develop a life-long love of reading and see reading as a means to 
entertain themselves as well as acquire knowledge. We expose our children to a wide variety of 
high-quality texts written by the best authors. (Be ambitious). Many of our children speak English 
as an additional language, or join us with low levels of literacy, so we use reading as a way to 
acquire new vocabulary. Reading is also exploited as a means to develop emotional literacy (Be 
Kind) since it provides opportunities to discuss characters’ motives and feelings and to respectfully 
debate and consider how characters should behave when faced with moral and social dilemmas 
(Be honest). We provide a ‘book rich’ environment and ensure that the books which form part of 
our curriculum expose pupils to a diverse cross section of literature – fiction, non-fiction and poetry 
– so that they gain an appreciation of different cultures and ways of life to their own. We 
encourage pupils to read to an audience confidently, clearly and with expression (Be Brave). We 
want pupils to understand how being an author helps them to express themselves imaginatively 
(Be creative) and to recognise how reading is a positive way to relax, unwind and improve their 
wellbeing (Be healthy).  

By the end of their times at Dovecotes, we want all pupils to be able to read fluently and to 
comprehend effectively so that they can move forward successfully in the next stage of their 
learning journey.  

 


