
The member of staff responsible for Music is Mrs Harris who ensures that knowledge 
and skills progression are mapped across the curriculum with each topic taught. 

What? 

At Dovecotes, our children will develop a sense of musical creativity and self-
expression, build their listening skills and deepening their understanding and 
application of technical music knowledge. Music will also develop an understanding 
of different cultures around the world.  

Practical skills sit at the heart of our music curriculum, where core component 
knowledge and skills in music strands such as understanding pitch, developing a 
sense of rhythm, composition and appraising are sequentially built upon through the 
year groups through regular and varied practical music making experiences, 
including through singing. 

Our Early Years learning’s music curriculum follows the ‘Expressive Arts and Design’ 
learning pathway of the national Development Matters guidance, meeting the 
requirements of the Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.  This 
culminates in our Reception children learning and performing a range of songs, 
learning to listen to music and developing their abilities to express themselves 
through music.  Here, they are introduced to fundamental musical vocabulary, focus 
on fine and gross motor practise and develop an awareness of basic rhythm.  Our 
children regularly experiment with sound, use their bodies to respond to music and 
sing. Children practise regularly and are given the opportunity to perform in front of 
their peers. 

These skills are built on in Key Stage 1, as our children continue to develop their 
technical accuracy, fluency and expression through both singing and playing 
instruments. They sing a broad range of songs from different genres and cultures, 
concentrating on intonation, phrasing and clear diction and build their listening skills 
further.   

Our Key Stage 2 children hone their technical knowledge and skills, such as music 
notation and understanding pitch and rhythm.  This is done through a focus on 
musical compositional work, solo and ensemble performance, aural development 
and appraising existing music pieces. They also build an understanding of the history 
of music. 

How Dovecotes Primary School’s Music curriculum promotes our core values:  

Be Creative – Pupils will use their voices expressively and creatively to sing songs 
and speak chants and rhymes; they will experiment with instruments using them to 
create and combine sounds to compose their own pieces of music that allow them to 
express themselves.  

Be Ambitious - Pupils will sing and play musically with increasing confidence and 
control. Pupils will foster a life-long love of music having been exposed to the best 
musicians and diverse musical experiences igniting a passion for music. 



Be Honest- Pupils will make honest judgements about the quality of music heard and 
will critically evaluate performance pieces offering constructive feedback. 

Be Kind - Pupils will respectfully discuss and share their own thoughts, opinions and 
ideas when appreciating and evaluating music and will acknowledge that these 
opinions may vary.  

Be Brave - Pupils will place themselves outside of their comfort zone and find their 
voices as singers, performers and composers, and have the opportunity to develop 
their confidence further by performing in front of a range of audiences. 

Be Healthy - Pupils will recognise how musical experiences can have a positive 
impact on their wellbeing and happiness as well as act as a means to develop self-
esteem, confidence and lift mood.  

 


